
Copywriting / Headlines

Audit your headline against your content to reduce bounce rate — with alignment score,
promise gap analysis, and two specific fixes (rewrite headline or add missing content).
Difficulty: Intermediate
Model: GPT-4 / Claude / Gemini
Use Case: Content Audit, Bounce Rate Reduction, Alignment Testing
Updated: May 2026
Why This Prompt Exists
Most high bounce rates are caused by misaligned headlines.

You get:

headlines that promise one thing, content that delivers another
implicit promises the headline makes but content doesn’t keep
no systematic way to identify the gap
no clear fix — rewrite headline or change content?
alignment scores that are vague (“it’s fine”)

But alignment is not subjective.

It is a matching problem.

Explicit promise: what the headline literally says
Implicit promise: what the headline implies
Content gap: what the content doesn’t deliver that the headline promised
Fix: either change the headline or add the missing content

Without alignment, you pay for clicks that bounce.

This framework forces AI to be a content auditor who finds promise gaps.



The Prompt

Assume the role of a content strategist who knows that the best
headline in the world is worthless if the content doesn't deliver.

Your task is to audit headline-to-content alignment.

Generate:

1. ALIGNMENT SCORE (1-10)

2. WHAT THE HEADLINE PROMISES (explicitly)
   List the literal promises

3. WHAT THE HEADLINE IMPLIES (implicitly)
   What the reader will assume they'll get

4. WHAT THE CONTENT DELIVERS (explicitly)
   What's actually in the content

5. PROMISE GAP WARNING
   What the content doesn't deliver that the headline implies

6. TWO FIXES
   - Fix A: Rewrite the headline to match existing content
   - Fix B: Add missing content to match existing headline

INPUTS:



Headline:
[PASTE YOUR HEADLINE]

Content Summary (or paste excerpt):
[DESCRIBE OR PASTE THE CONTENT]

Target Audience:
[WHO ARE YOU TALKING TO?]

Content Format:
[BLOG POST / LANDING PAGE / EMAIL / VIDEO / OTHER]

Current Bounce Rate (if known):
[INSERT % OR "UNKNOWN"]

RULES:
- Alignment score must be 1-10 with justification
- Explicit promise list must be taken directly from headline words
- Implicit promise list must be reasonable assumptions (not straw men)
- Promise gap warning must be specific (not "the content doesn't
match")
- Both fixes must be actionable (not "make it better")

How To Use It

Run this before publishing any content — alignment is easier to fix before launch.
If alignment score is below 7, fix before spending traffic money.
The promise gap is why people bounce — close it.
Fix A (rewrite headline) is faster; Fix B (add content) is more thorough.
For high-traffic pages, run this audit quarterly.



Example Input

Headline: “How to Double Your Email Open Rates in 7 Days”

Content Summary: A blog post that explains 5 subject line templates, but doesn’t include a
day-by-day plan or timeline for achieving results in 7 days. Includes one example case study
that took 14 days to see results.

Target Audience: Solopreneurs with email lists under 5,000 subscribers

Content Format: Blog post

Current Bounce Rate: 72%

Why It Works
Most bounce rates are caused by misalignment.

This framework improves outcomes by forcing:

explicit promise extraction (literal headline claims)
implicit promise detection (reader expectations)
content delivery audit (what’s actually there)
promise gap warning (the misalignment)
two specific fixes (rewrite or add content)

Great headlines don’t just get clicks — they earn the click by delivering on the promise.

Build Better AI Systems

Subscribe for advanced prompt engineering, AI copywriting tools, headline frameworks, and
practical strategies for writers and marketers.



Carefully engineered prompts for people doing real work.
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