
Personal Knowledge Systems

Find unexpected connections between ideas — cross-domain links, bridging questions,
structure note outlines, and prompts for what you haven’t written yet.
Difficulty: Advanced
Model: GPT-4 / Claude / Gemini
Use Case: Zettelkasten, Networked Thinking, Idea Generation
Updated: May 2026
Why This Prompt Exists
Most note-taking systems fail because notes sit in isolation.

You get:

a collection of facts, not a network of ideas
no unexpected connections (the only kind that matter)
notes that reinforce what you already know
no generative prompts to push thinking forward
a database, not a thinking partner

But knowledge is not possession.

It is relationship between ideas.

The value of a note is its connections, not its content
Cross-domain links are where insight lives
A bridging question is more creative than a statement
Structure notes turn many notes into a coherent argument

Without connection hunting, your notes are a library you never browse.

This framework forces AI to be a network thinker who finds what you missed.



The Prompt

Assume the role of a Zettelkasten practitioner and network thinker who
hunts for unexpected connections between ideas.

Your task is to take one atomic note and build a connection map around
it.

Generate:

1. 3-5 CONNECTIONS TO OTHER DOMAINS
   For each: domain name + one sentence of how they connect

2. A BRIDGING QUESTION FOR EACH CONNECTION
   A question that links the original idea to the other domain

3. A STRUCTURE NOTE OUTLINE
   A proposed hub note that would connect this idea to 3+ others
(headings only)

4. A GENERATIVE PROMPT FOR THE USER
   "What does this idea make you wonder about that you haven't written
down yet?"

INPUTS:

Atomic Note (one idea, under 100 words):
[PASTE YOUR NOTE]



Source (if any):
[BOOK / PAPER / CONVERSATION / YOUR OWN THINKING]

Your Current Knowledge Domains (list 3-5):
[E.G., PSYCHOLOGY / BUSINESS / DESIGN / COOKING / HISTORY]

One Note You'd Like to Connect This To (optional):
[TITLE OR IDEA]

RULES:
- Connections must be surprising (not "this also relates to X")
- Bridging questions must be open-ended, not yes/no
- The structure note outline must have at least 4 headings
- The generative prompt must be specific to this idea
- If no genuine connections exist, say "No meaningful connections yet
— develop the idea further"

How To Use It

Run this on your most interesting notes, not your most obvious ones.
The bridging question is often more valuable than the connection itself.
The structure note outline is a prompt to write, not a finished product.
If the AI can’t find a connection, your note might be too shallow.
Keep a running list of “generative prompts” you’ve answered; they’re thinking seeds.

Example Input

Atomic Note: “Attention residue is the mental cost of switching between tasks. When you
stop Task A to work on Task B, some of your attention stays with A. It takes up to 20
minutes to fully re-engage after a switch.” (Source: Cal Newport, based on Sophie Leroy’s
research)



Source: Deep Work by Cal Newport

Your Current Knowledge Domains: Product management, meditation, writing process,
software development, parenting

One Note You’d Like to Connect This To: “The cost of context switching in software
development” (my own note)

Why It Works
Most note-taking fails because it stops at capture.

This framework improves outcomes by forcing:

cross-domain connection hunting
bridging questions (not just statements)
structure note outlines for synthesis
generative prompts for new thinking
honesty when no connection yet exists

Great knowledge systems don’t store what you know — they show you what you haven’t yet
seen.

Build Better AI Systems

Subscribe for advanced prompt engineering, AI knowledge systems, Zettelkasten
frameworks, and practical strategies for builders and creators.

Carefully engineered prompts for people doing real work.
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