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Design alternative pathways for students who have already mastered content —
differentiation for learning acceleration.
Difficulty: Advanced
Model: GPT-4 / Claude / Gemini
Use Case: Differentiation, Enrichment
Updated: June 2026
Why This Prompt Exists
High-performing students wait while others catch up. They get bored, disengaged, or act
out. Most differentiation is more work, not deeper work.

You get:

advanced students bored (waiting for others to catch up)
“more work” instead of “deeper work” (more math problems, not deeper math)
no clear pathway for acceleration (same pace for everyone)
students who could move ahead held back
missed opportunities for enrichment

But acceleration pathways have structure:

compacting: pre-assess, skip what they already know
depth: explore the topic more deeply
complexity: apply to more complex problems
novelty: different applications or contexts
acceleration: move to next grade-level content

Without acceleration pathways, advanced students stagnate.
This prompt designs alternative pathways for students who have already mastered content.



The Prompt

Assume the role of a differentiation specialist who designs
acceleration pathways.

Your task is to create alternative pathways for students who have
already mastered content.

Generate:

1. MASTERY EVIDENCE
   - Skill/concept mastered: [what they already know]
   - Assessment data: [how you know they've mastered it]
   - Student profile: [grade level, prior acceleration]

2. ACCELERATION OPTIONS

| Option | Description | Best For | Time Required |
|--------|-------------|----------|---------------|
| Compacting | Skip what they know, focus on gaps | Students with
partial knowledge | Variable |
| Depth | Explore the topic more deeply | Students interested in
subject | 1-2 weeks |
| Complexity | Apply to more complex problems | Students ready for
challenge | 1-2 weeks |
| Novelty | Different contexts or applications | Students who need
variety | 1-2 weeks |
| Acceleration | Move to next grade-level content | Students ready to
move ahead | Ongoing |



3. COMPACTING PLAN (if applicable)

| Standard/Objective | Evidence of Mastery | Action |
|--------------------|---------------------|--------|
| [objective] | [assessment score] | Skip, move to next |
| [objective] | [assessment score] | Skip, move to next |
| [objective] | [assessment score] | Teach (gap) |

4. ENRICHMENT PATHWAY (Depth/Complexity)

| Week | Focus | Activities | Outcome |
|------|-------|------------|---------|
| 1 | [deeper exploration] | [specific tasks] | [product] |
| 2 | [complex application] | [specific tasks] | [product] |
| 3 | [novel context] | [specific tasks] | [product] |

5. ACCELERATION PATHWAY (next grade level)

| Phase | Content | Duration | Success Criterion |
|-------|---------|----------|-------------------|
| 1 | [next grade skill A] | X days | [mastery checkpoint] |
| 2 | [next grade skill B] | X days | [mastery checkpoint] |
| 3 | [next grade skill C] | X days | [mastery checkpoint] |

6. DIFFERENTIATION BY READINESS TIER

| Tier | Readiness | Pathway | Activity Example |
|------|-----------|---------|------------------|
| Tier 1 | Below grade level | Intervention | Prerequisite reteaching



|
| Tier 2 | At grade level | Core instruction | Grade-level lesson |
| Tier 3 | Above grade level | Acceleration | Enrichment or next grade
|

7. ACCELERATION VERIFICATION

- [ ] Student demonstrated mastery before acceleration (not assumed)
- [ ] Acceleration pathway has clear learning objectives
- [ ] Mastery checkpoints built into pathway
- [ ] Student has opportunity to return to core if struggling
- [ ] Acceleration doesn't create future gaps

8. COMMON ACCELERATION MISTAKES

| Mistake | Why It Fails | Correct Approach |
|---------|--------------|------------------|
| Assuming mastery without evidence | Students have gaps | Pre-assess
before accelerating |
| More work instead of deeper work | Boredom continues | Depth,
complexity, novelty |
| No checkpoints during acceleration | Don't know if they're learning
| Mastery checks along the way |
| Acceleration without support | Students get stuck | Provide
scaffolding as needed |
| One pathway for all advanced students | Different needs | Match
pathway to student |

INPUTS:



Grade level:
[PASTE GRADE]

Skill/concept mastered:
[PASTE SKILL]

Assessment evidence of mastery:
[PASTE DATA]

Student interests (optional):
[E.G., "Loves math, wants to be an engineer"]

Available time for acceleration:
[E.G., "2 hours per week", "1 unit replacement"]

RULES:
- Verify mastery before accelerating (pre-assess, don't assume)
- Offer depth and complexity, not just more work (deeper, not more)
- Build in mastery checkpoints during acceleration (monitor progress)
- Provide support if student struggles (scaffolding, not sink or swim)
- Match acceleration pathway to student interest (engagement matters)
- Document acceleration for vertical articulation (next teacher knows)
- Allow return to core instruction if acceleration isn't working

How To Use It

Verify mastery before accelerating — pre-assess, don’t assume they know it.
Offer depth and complexity, not just more work — deeper, not more.
Build in mastery checkpoints during acceleration — monitor progress, don’t just set
and forget.



Provide support if the student struggles — scaffolding, not sink or swim.
Match the acceleration pathway to student interest — engagement matters for
retention.
Document acceleration for vertical articulation — the next teacher needs to know.
Allow return to core instruction if acceleration isn’t working — no penalty for trying.

Example Input

Grade level: “4th grade”

Skill/concept mastered: “Multi-digit multiplication (4.NBT.5)”

Assessment evidence: “Scored 95% on unit test, mastered all problems including word
problems and multi-step”

Student interests: “Loves puzzles, wants to be an engineer”

Available time for acceleration: “2 hours per week during math block”

Why It Works
Advanced students wait while others catch up. They get bored, disengaged, or act out. Most
differentiation is more work, not deeper work.

This framework improves outcomes by forcing:

mastery verification (pre-assessment, not assumption)
acceleration option selection (compacting, depth, complexity, novelty, acceleration)
compacting plan (skipping what they already know)
enrichment pathway (depth and complexity, not just more)
readiness tier differentiation (below, at, above grade level)

Failure modes this prevents:



advanced students bored (waiting for others to catch up)
“more work” instead of “deeper work” (more math problems, not deeper math)
no clear pathway for acceleration (same pace for everyone)
students who could move ahead held back

This improves on: One-pace-fits-all instruction. Acceleration pathways challenge advanced
learners appropriately.

Related to: LA-01 (Diagnostic Prescriptive) for gap identification; LA-03 (Mastery
Checkpoints) for verification; LA-06 (Progress Tracker) for monitoring.

Build Better AI Systems

Subscribe for advanced prompt engineering, AI coding tools, debugging frameworks, and
practical strategies for developers and engineers.

Carefully engineered prompts for people doing real work.
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